
It turns out that teak (Tectona grandis) is a precious wood. However, it ’s not a CITES 
protected wood species. It grows in abundance in all tropical regions (Asia, Africa, South 
and Central America). Burma is renowned for its wood quality for shipbuilding due to its 
expertise and technique of forest management and preservation. The teak trade in Burma 
is a state monopoly managed by MTE (Myanma Timber Enterprise).

Directeck is now subject to the application of a due diligence: EUTR 995/2010.  

The purpose of the law is to combat the trade in illegally harvested timber. The authorities 
require a risk assessment of illegality of imports and a demonstration that the risk is 
moderate or low, proving that the teak is likely to be legally exploited in the country of 
origin. Several measures can be adopted: carry out additional controls, maintain a stable 
and regular relationship with the seller, obtain documents by independent third party 
organizations, ... It ’s an implementation of means and an obligation of traceability.  
 
In 2018, the DREAL controlled the imports of Directeck. This one contacted 
its suppliers in Burma, met with European importing competitors and 
consulted with environmental lawyers, in order to comply with the regulation.  

Subsequently, the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes (PEFC) 
and the monitoring company Double Helix organized a meeting in Burma with local 
producers and European importers, including Directeck. The aim was to bring stakeholders 
together to bring trade in line with EUTR rules. Directeck was able, together with its 
Burmese partner and the inspection company, to set up traceability and obtain all the 
documents requested by the EU, cer tify them and have them validated by Double Helix. 

However, the EU didn’t grant Double Helix an agreement, despite its proposal for a timber 
and forestry genetic traceability system that goes beyond what is required by the EUTR. 
This system has been tested by a Swedish importer and is a precedent in Europe. The coup 
d’état in Burma in February 2021 put a stop to Double Helix’s ef for ts. 

A decree of June 21, 2021 requires a guarantee that no funds will reach the Burmese 
military junta and three companies including MTE.  For this reason, Directeck has stopped 
all its orders in Burma and becomes a specialist in Asian teak .

As soon as the situation is favourable, Directeck will return to its origins: teak from Burma. 
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Within the scope of the European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR), Directeck, af-

ter having imported teak from Burma for more than 15 years, has chosen to source 

from different Asian countries and select the best teak to ensure customer satisfaction.


